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AP	Human	Geography	(APHG)	Summer	Assignment	2018	
	

Dear	Students,		
	
Welcome	to	AP	Human	Geography	(APHG)!	Throughout	the	school	year	we	will	cover	seven	
different	themes:	nature	and	perspective,	population,	culture,	politics,	agriculture,	industry,	
and	urbanization.	We	will	do	this	using	maps,	reading	our	textbook,	articles,	and	other	
numerous	resources.	This	is	your	first	AP	class!	To	be	successful,	you	must	stay	focused	and	
work	hard.		
	
The	purpose	of	this	summer	assignment	is	to	become	familiar	with	some	of	these	themes	
through	current	events	and	creating	maps.	We	will	cover	13	chapters	by	April	2019	in	order	in	
review	for	the	AP	exam.	The	purpose	of	this	summer	assignment	is	to	give	us	a	jump-start	by	
introducing	you	to	the	types	of	reading	and	questions	you	will	face	in	class.		
	
There	are	3	parts	to	this	assignment.	This	will	be	due	on	the	first	day	of	class.	You	will	use	this	
assignment	to	contribute	to	and/or	complete	other	assignments/tests.	We	will	use	the	maps	
throughout	the	year	so	please	take	care	to	make	them	legible.			
	
Part	1:	Current	Events	
Part	2:	Create	and	label	maps	provided	
Part	3:	Read	Ch.	1	Key	Issue	1:	Define	all	bolded	terms	and	answer	questions		
	
General	Directions:		
	

1. Some	assignments	should	be	handwritten	on	notebook	paper,	others	typed,	please	read	
directions	carefully.	When	handwriting	it	MUST	be	legible	and	NEAT.		

2. Your	responses	should	be	written	in	your	own	words.	If	you	plagiarize,	you	will	
automatically	receive	a	zero.		

3. All	assignments	are	due	the	first	day	of	class	and	considered	late	if	not	turned	in.		
4. Week	one:	Formative	Grade-Project	completed	and	ready	for	teacher	feedback.		
5. Week	two-three:	Summative	Grade-Revised	project	due	as	major	grade.		
6. What	do	you	need	to	bring	to	class	on	the	first	day	that	you	attend	class?	Summer	

Assignment,	something	to	write	with,	and	a	ready-to-work	attitude!		
	

If	you	have	any	questions,	please	do	not	hesitate	to	contact	me	at	jvericker@littleelmisd.net		
I	will	be	checking	my	school	affiliated	email	throughout	the	summer.		
	
I	look	forward	to	meeting	you	in	August.	Have	a	great	summer!			
	
	
Sincerely,	Mrs.	Vericker	



Directions	for	Part	1	
	

Typed, printed copy of an analysis of six current events, ONE event from each of 
the following: Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, North America, South America.   

 
#1 CURRENT EVENTS ANALYSIS - Analyze six significant events reported in 
publications during the summer of 2018. Paying attention to what is happening in the 
news will help to illuminate the locations and concepts we will study.  

• You may use any printed newspaper or reputable online news source. Excellent 
online sources include cnn.com, bbcnews.com, npr.com, nytimes.com, 
washingtonpost.com, and wsj.com. Click on World or International to find events 
outside of the country in which the publication is based. Include one each from 
Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, North America, & South America.  

• Copy & paste the article LINK into a document. (link only please)  
• Use one of the 18 National Geographic Society's education standards, included on 

pg. 3, to analyze your event from a spatial perspective.  
• MLA format: 12 pt., Times New Roman font, Double spaced, 1 in margins, 

heading in top left corner, title centered)  
 

First paragraph (this should be shorter than paragraph two, EVERYTHING MUST 
BE IN YOUR OWN WORDS):  

• continent on which event took place  
• sentence that states the name of the article, date published, author (if available), 

& publication  
• summary of event using your own words  

 
Second paragraph:  

• the National Geographic Standard, such as the physical and human 
characteristics of places, you connected to your event  

• an explanation of why you believe the event is an example of that standard; an 
event may fit more than one standard  

• concluding sentence or two explaining why the event matters--What 
consequences/effects might the event have? What contrasting viewpoint could be 
offered? What cultural values are revealed by the event? What personal 
connection can you make to the event?  

 
*See example below and National Geography Standards  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mrs. Vericker  
APHG 
Date  

Example 

EUROPE: The article “Paris Ends Relationship With ‘Love Locks’ ” was published 

on CNN.com on June 1, 2015. For several years, visitors to the Ponts des Arts (Bridge of 

the Arts in English) over the Seine River in Paris, France have attached locks to the 

bridge, a structure built during the time of Napoleon. Some have even thrown the keys 

into the Seine River to further mark their presence at the popular tourist attraction. 

Although the practice seemed initially innocuous and even charming, it has had negative 

effects. The weight of the locks creates a safety risk, and graffiti and structural damage 

to the bridge degrade the historic structure. The city of Paris decided to close the bridge 

for a week in order to remove all of the locks.  

The practice of attaching “love locks” to the bridge, and the city’s subsequent 

desire to remove them, is an example of National Geographic Standard 6, How culture 

and experience influence people’s perception of places and regions. Paris, France is 

widely viewed by the western world as a romantic city. Many little girls’ dreams come 

true when their significant others propose marriage to them at the Eiffel Tower. 

Attaching a lock, and throwing the key into the river below, is a symbolic gesture of 

locking two hearts and leaving a permanent mark of the relationship on what many 

consider to be the most romantic city in the world. The practice is a great example of 

humans’ desire to leave their mark on the world’s landscapes. While the sentiment 

behind the practice is quite delightful, its effects on Paris’s historic Ponts des Arts and 

the Seine River could be quite disastrous. 



                                               National Geography Standards 
 

The geographically informed person knows and understands:  
 
The World in Spatial Terms  
• Standard 1: How to use maps and other geographic representations, geospatial 
technologies, and spatial thinking to understand and communicate information  
• Standard 2: How to use mental maps to organize information about people, places, 
and environments in a spatial context  
• Standard 3: How to analyze the spatial organization of people, places, and 
environments on Earth's surface  
 
Places and Regions  
• Standard 4: The physical and human characteristics of places  
• Standard 5: That people create regions to interpret Earth’s complexity  
• Standard 6: How culture and experience influence people’s perceptions of places and 
regions  
 
Physical Systems  
• Standard 7: The physical processes that shape the patterns of Earth’s surface  
• Standard 8: The characteristics and spatial distribution of ecosystems and biomes on 
Earth’s surface  
 
Human Systems  
• Standard 9: The characteristics, distribution, and migration of human populations on 
Earth's surface  
• Standard 10: The characteristics, distribution, and complexity of Earth's cultural 
mosaics  
• Standard 11: The patterns and networks of economic interdependence on Earth's 
surface  
• Standard 12: The processes, patterns, and functions of human settlement  
• Standard 13: How the forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the 
division and control of Earth's surface  
 
Environment and Society  
• Standard 14: How human actions modify the physical environment  
• Standard 15: How physical systems affect human systems  
• Standard 16: The changes that occur in the meaning, use, distribution, and importance 
of resources  
 
The Uses of Geography  
• Standard 17: How to apply geography to interpret the past  
• Standard 18: How to apply geography to interpret the present and plan for the future 
 
 
 
 



Part	2:		
	
-First	Map:	Label	all	countries	listed	and	write	the	regions	and	sub-regions	in	correct	places.		
-Regions	Map:	Use	as	a	guide	to	help	you	label	first	map.		
	
	
Part	3:		
	
Define	all	bolded	terms	from	the	reading	Ch.	1	Key	Issue	1,	MUST	be	handwritten	ONLY	in	blue	
or	black	ink.		
	
Questions:		
	

1. Explain	how	cartography	is	a	science	and	identify	contemporary	mapping	tools.		
2. What	are	map	scale	and	projection?	What	are	the	4	different	types	of	distortion?		
3. Explain	how	latitude	and	longitude	are	used	to	locate	points	on	Earth’s	surface.				

	
	


























